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BATTALION CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Today's date is 
January 17, 2002. The time is 15 hundred hours. 
This is Battalion Chief Frank Congiusta of the 
Safety Battalion of the New York City Fire 
Department. I'm conducting an interview with the 


following individual. 


Q. Please state your name. 
A. Kevin Howe. 
Q. Kevin Howe is a fireman in Engine 84 of the 


New York City Fire Department. We are at the quarters 
of Engine 84. This interview is regarding events of 
September 11, 2001. Kevin, in your own words, if you 
would say what happened on that day. 

A. Okay. I'm going to start in the fire house. 
Approximately 8:50 I heard a second alarm announcement 
in the Borough of Manhattan, 1 World Trade Center and 
the voice -- the men put on the TV at that time. We 
were watching and watching it and a short while later 
as we were watching it, we see the second plane hit the 
building and we knew it was terrorism, and now it 
wasn't just a small plane that hit. That's what 
everybody thought initially. 

When that happened, my wife called on the 


phone. She's, you know, worried, don't get killed. 


K. HOWE 


You make 60 thousand a year. With that I was on the 
phone and we got the bee-boops. I just said I got to 
go. What it was we relocated to 16 Engine on 29 Street 
on the east side. So when I got out to the rig, I was 
the back up chauffeur or so I thought that day. I went 
out to the rig and Mike Oates was getting ready to 
drive. He had just completed chauffeur training school 
and I remember it had a real meaning then, because I 
had already been told I was driving and I put my stuff 
on the rig like I'm a chauffeur. Now the chauffeurship 
had a real meaning this time, you know, you're gonna do 
the work. 

But anyway, in the confusion, I left behind 
my bunker coat and I put my stuff on the rig, or so I 
thought. Mike Oates was the new chauffeur. He took us 
down to 29 Street. We backed into quarters and you 
know, I was just thinking I got to get a coat, I got to 
get a coat. I pulled off, what turned out to be 
Princiotta's coat from 7 Truck, is it. 

Q. 7 Truck. 
A. I took his coat and we went down and we 

watched it on what seemed like a couple of minutes in 
their kitchen. Then we got the bee boops to go to the 


Trade Center. From there I remember it taking a 
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while. It seemed like a long time to get across town. 
We got across town, went down the west side, West 
Street, and I was in the back of the rig sitting 
backwards and I don't recall knowing if the building 
had collapsed. 

I got there. We pulled up several blocks 
away on West Street and I got out of the rig and there 
was dust everywhere and we went and did what we had to 
do. We had to get our rollups and bring an extra air 
tank. Myself and 84 Engine started making our way 
towards tower number 1, which we had a pretty clear 
view. I'm not sure how close we got to it. AS we were 
walking up closer, there were a lot of civilians going 
the other way and we were walking up and my thoughts 
were how the hell -- how am I going to make this 
climb. This is at least 70 stories, no way. I'm 
thinking no way. I know there is a way. 10 floors at 
a time, you take a break. With all the equipment and 
rollups, that was my chief concern at that point, like 
how the hell am I getting up there. 

As we got a little closer, I remember seeing 
how much fire there was and there seemed to be like 8 
floors of fire and I thought there can't be any stand 


pipes system. As I am having these thoughts as and I'm 
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walking up, and we are getting close enough where I'm 
actually seeing -- I saw two images jump from the 
building, you know, 2 people, civilians and I'm 
thinking to myself this is fucking horrible, this is 
the end here, you know. 

With that, I was able to -- I'm hearing like 
a rumble and I'm looking up and I'm seeing the antenna 
start to do this type of nonsense, swaying a little bit 
it seemed, and sure enough the building was coming 
down. That was tower number 1, the north tower. As it 
started coming down, we saw this ferocious amount of 
black cloud, a brown cloud that was chasing everybody. 
It was chasing us also. I remember I just dropped my 
equipment. I don't know what I did with my mask, which 
probably turned out to be foolish. I was just trying 
to lighten up and get out of the way. We ran. I ran 
along with everybody else. Our entire company. 
Getting out of the way of that building, because at 
that point, you don't Know what's the collapse zone -- 
you don't know if it's doing a straight down number or 
if it's going to cantilever and topple. You really 
didn't know what the collapse zone was and you were 
basically running for your life. 


I remember getting -- running like a couple 
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of blocks and trying to find the Engine, regrouping and 
try to regroup and see what our plan of attack is now. 

We are all shot. It's still -- it's very fuzzy. I met 
up with the rest of the company and I remember we took 
the rig. We got on the rig. Did we get on the rig? 

We went around -- we did, we went around to the west. 

I don't what the last street is. 

Q. Towards the water? 

A. Towards the Hudson River. Drove down towards 
Vesey Street and we are taking a look and we made a 
left on Vesey. At that time there was a lot of fire 
going on. I think it was the Customs House was 
roaring. The 7 World Trade Center was roaring. All we 
could think is we were an Engine Company, we have got 
to get them some water. We need some water you know. 

With that, we positioned the rig, I don't 
know, 3 quarters of a block away maybe. A fire boat 
was going to relay water to us. I don't know if I have 
things in the right order, whatever, if we were getting 
water out of a hydrant first. Jesus Christ -- 

Q. Captain said you were getting water. You 
were draining a vacuum? 

A. It was draining away from us. Right. We had 


to be augmented. I think that's when the fire boat 
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came. I think the fire boats supplied us. Of course 
you don't see that. You just see the (inaudible) way 
and you know, we are hooking up and we wound up 
supplying the Tower Ladder there. I just remember 
feeling like helpless, like everybody there was doomed 
and there is -- I just felt like there was absolutely 
nothing we could do. I want to just go back a little 
bit. 

When we had first entered down Vesey Street, 
I heard a command post or a Division looking for 6 
Truck and this came to my attention because that was my 
former company. I was with 6 Truck and 9 Engine up 
until March last year when I transferred in. I was 
very worried about those guys in 6 Truck, yet I didn't 
want to abandon my men with the Engine, because we were 
doing our job. We were supplying the Tower Ladder and 
we were doing our own thing. 

I don't know what else. Do you want me to 
keep going what we did that day? 

Q. Pretty much -- after the collapse, that's 
pretty much. You know, like after you were relaying 
water, that's enough. 

A. It was just -- I remember a couple of guys 


coming from on the roof. This guy Russell and myself 
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went out looking. We were searching for anybody or 
anything we could find. It was just mayhem and it was 
just a feeling of helplessness. If there was anybody, 
they were underneath big beams and girders and there 
was nothing humanly possible. I got to say, shortly 
after I heard them looking for 6 Truck, my radio died, 
my control man radio. That died and I wasn't getting 
any more transmissions. Guys were saying that they had 
to turn their radios off or whatever, because they were 
hearing people that were missing or lost or you know, 
or hurt. I guess it's kind of a blessing I didn't have 

-- my radio wasn't working and I wasn't aware that it 
wasn't working right away because we were all 
together. 

So I'm trying to think of anything else, if I 

left anything out. I finally called my wife at 1:30 
and she was happy to hear from me. I called from the 


bar across the street. 


Q. The Mexican place? 

A. I don't know, was it a Mexican place? 

Q. I called from the Mexican place. 

A. It looked like it was a nice bar you know, 


before it got taken over. I don't know. I'm trying to 


figure anything else I can remember. I remember them 
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bringing -- they had an ambulance on Vesey and I 
believe it was Chief Ganci's body that they put in the 
ambulance. That was the first casualty that I saw. 

It was just a very depressing day. It was a 
feeling of hopelessness and helplessness. 

Q. I think we all kind of felt that. 

A. You know, I don't know. Initially when you 
were there, you thought -- I said to myself there is no 
way anybody survived that, there is just no way. 

Q. By some miracle 6 Truck and 39 Engine -- 

A. That was an incredible miracle. I saw the 
guys later on. I gave them hugs and everything. I was 
like, I couldn't believe it, you know. I don't know if 
it was the 6 -- guys that were stuck or the 6 recall 
guys, you know what I mean, but I was real happy to see 
them. I can't think of anything else that -- 


Q. That's good. That's good. That's all 


A. Yes, I guess so. 

Q. Okay. That's fine. 

A. If you need anything else. I do remember us 
being pulled off the pile. We were down by the pile to 
search or looking around. 


Q. Searches, searches? 
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A. Right. Searching for people or whatever. I 
remember being pulled off the pile like just before. 
It wasn't just before. It was probably an hour before 
7 came down. 

Q. It was about an hour before. Maybe an hour 
and a half. 

A. I remember when 7 World Trade came down and 
everybody was like shell shocked. I mean this was a 47 
story building. We all ran. We were like oh, my god, 
here we go again. It just gave us the creeps. But 
-- I don't know. After that -- and I really don't 
know what else. 

Hopeless and helpless. Those are the catch 
words of that day. 

Q. Yes, I think everybody. 

A. You got to be getting tired of these 
interviews right? 

Q. Well, you know what it is. It's somewhat 
interesting. Everybody saw a little something 
different, so to me it's interesting. 

A. I know there is stuff I'm leaving out. Not 
consciously, but I just know things that we were doing 
and you know. Yes, I just remember that dust. It was 


(inaudible) masks. I was like, you know, I had to 
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ditch my mask trying to lighten up along the way. 
Meanwhile I should have been wearing it, you Know what 
I mean. 

Q. It was still a good idea to get away from 
that. 

A. This is true. I was thankful, very happy to 
get home the following morning, you know. Thanks a 
lot. 

Q. I appreciate it. Thank you very much. 

A. Let's get some coffee, coffee break. 

BATTALION CHIEF CONGIUSTA: This concludes 


this interview. It's 1515. 


